The Commoner
September 2017
The newsletter of Bringsty Common Manorial Court

Bringsty Common Manorial
Court
Annual General Meeting
Saturday 14 October 2017
Whitbourne Village Hall
7.30 p.m.
Speaker: Martin Harvey
All welcome

Welcome from the editor
This is the edition of the Commoner when I always urge you to
come to the AGM. It is your best chance to find out what’s going on and what might be happening in the future. This is a particularly
important time for us on Bringsty as our current 10 year stewardship
scheme comes to an end with nothing at the moment to replace it.
See Allan’s piece below. Moreover we are lucky to have an excellent
speaker, Martin Harvey, who will talk about on-line recording
systems for wildlife. Martin is an entomologist and biological
recorder. He works part-time at the UK Biological Records Centre, on
projects such as iRecord and the recently launched the Pollinator
Monitoring Scheme. Finally, if you need any further reason to come,
there will be cheese and wine and plenty of chance to chat.
There have been reports of motor-bikes being driven across the
common. This is dangerous and illegal. The police have been
informed. Anyone who is caught can expect the full force of the law
to be applied.
Thanks to Marvin Village and everyone else who has offered to
sponsor a barn owl box. Production will be under way shortly.
Thanks as ever to Morgan’s for the printing of the Commoner.
See you at the AGM, and if you would like to stand for the
Committee, please get your nomination form handed in before the
meeting. The form is on page 11 of the Commoner.
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Higher Level Stewardship
Allan Corder
As described in the June 2017 issue, the committee put in a detailed
application for a renewal of the grant from Natural England which is
due to expire this year. We were extremely disappointed to hear that
our application has been rejected on the basis of a scoring system
that we are not privy to!
We have been advised that we should apply for money to perform a
“feasibility study” and from the information that is available, it seems
that this would examine the feasibility of introducing cattle grazing on
the common.
There are several reasons why this is not feasible. They include:
 TB regulations
 the cost of fencing (physical or invisible) the A44
 the lack of a robust water supply on the common
 the fact that no local graziers want to do this.
A feasibility study with this remit would therefore seem to be a
waste of time and a waste of public money. Natural England has
been told this in no uncertain terms and the correspondence has
been copied to our MP (who states that he is concerned), the county
and local councils and the Open Spaces Society.
We have a meeting scheduled with Natural England on the 20th
September. There are some issues of procedure that we will be
bringing to the attention of Natural England and I will do my best to
get them to suggest a more productive course of action than has
been suggested so far!
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Bringsty Common Manorial Court – the best bits from our
September meeting
The full minutes of the meeting will appear in due course on our
website www.bringstycommon.com. The bullet points below are the
editor’s selection of the most interesting bits.
1. The Treasurer reported on the recent grant received from
Rural Payments agency of £4,883.
2. The representatives of Brockhampton group and Whitbourne
parish councils both asked for The Commoner to be posted
on their parish council websites. This was agreed.
3. There was a detailed discussion about the fire breaks round
Marley Cottage. It was agreed to ask Dave Manton (who cuts
the fire breaks) if he is able to add this to his schedule
4. We noted that there has still been no response from
Herefordshire to our draft constitution but it is hoped that the
officer will soon have more time available.
5. We noted that, yet again, there was no demand for the
Bringsty hay crop.
6. We noted that Brackenburn have done an excellent job in
extending the range of their bracken cutting operations. The
cut bracken has recently been tedded, and will be bailed
when dry and dead.
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7. Claire reported that she and Paul had inspected 36 dormouse
boxes but the sum total of wildlife was….. one pygmy shrew.
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All say: ahhhh!
8. An application has been made been made for a grant for a
woodland management plan. If we are successful in getting the
grant from Natural England, we will commission a woodland
management plan which in turn will allow us to bid for the
funding of works to the woodland. The area of woodland on
Bringsty is about 10 hectares.
9. We hope to fell the young oak trees on the south slopes of the
Jubilee.
10. We agreed to Sue Long’s request for an additional access to
the common from her field. We believe that all Commoners will
have the opportunity to respond to the proposal.
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Report of visit by butterfly conservation 24 July 2017
Tom Fisher
Peter Seal, John Tilt and Nick Williams from Butterfly Conservation
joined Paul Friend, Tom Fisher, Allan Corder and Peter Hall from
BCMC to review our grassland management with the aim of
improving the habitat for butterflies. In particular Butterfly
Conservation stressed the need for there to be plenty of nectar
sources available later in the season. They believe that the lack of
nectar sources is a major factor in the decline of butterfly numbers.

Peter Hall, John Tilt, Peter Seal, Paul Friend, Nick
Williams
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We noticed the good effect that the hay rattle is having in weakening
the coarser grasses, allowing finer grasses and wildflowers to show
themselves. We noticed lots of harebells.
BCMC explained that the grassland patches are to be cut on a twoyear rotation, with only half the good patches cut in the first half of
August, but with the outer margin of each grassland area also cut to
prevent encroachment by undesirable and invasive species. The
cutters will be set as high as the equipment allows, ca 100mm, but it
should be noted that the hay bob which will be used to turn and row
up the hay will cause some light scarification.
Butterfly Conservation commended the use of green hay from an
area like Bromyard Downs to improve the diversity of wild flowers.
This will be considered.
A Woodland Management Plan for Bringsty Common is being
pursued but may take some time yet to be completed. The Butterfly
Conservation representatives emphasized the benefits of coppicing,
but understood that not much of the woodland on the Common is of
suitable species.
The Jubilee used to have heather amongst the acid grassland mix
there, and there was a desire to restore that if possible. BCMC
members stressed its usefulness as a late nectar source. Fleabane
and hemp agrimony, common knapweed and devil’s-bit scabious
were also mentioned in this context. Brambles are also useful.
BCMC explained that the bracken would continue to be cut by
Brackenburn in 2017 and 2018. Bracken management would be on a
three-year rotation. Other areas with good violets could possibly be
cut in strips and then raked to boost the butterfly foodplant. This
might entail a goodly number of volunteers with rakes, but Allan and
Paul thought that this was achievable. If this mix of management
techniques boosts the violet count significantly, a reintroduction of
(most likely) pearl-bordered fritillaries might become a realistic
possibility. John emphasized the difficulties in rearing fritillaries over
the winter, and that a substantial number would need to be released
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to have any chance of successful establishment, and preferably for
more than one year in succession.
Butterfly Conservation outlined some recent success stories in
restoring habitats at Ewyas Harald and Coppett Hill commons.
The following butterflies were seen:
 5-10 gatekeepers
 2-3 speckled woods
 5-10 meadow browns
 3-5 common blues
 2 commas
 2 large whites,
 1 small copper
 1 painted lady
 1 small skipper
 1 Essex skipper

Essex skipper
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Nomination for Election to
Bringsty Common Manorial Court.
1. Nominations are invited from eligible persons to fill a
maximum of 10 committee places on the Manorial Court
for the forthcoming year.
2. The following are “eligible persons” in accordance with
Para 4 of the constitution:
 a householder resident in a property, wherever situated, in
respect of which common rights applicable to Bringsty
Common were registered under the 1965 Commons
Registration Act (“the 1965 Act”).
 a householder resident in a property situated on Bringsty
Common in respect of which Common Rights were not
registered under the 1965 Act.
3. Nominations may only be proposed and seconded by a
person who satisfies one of the conditions above.
4. If more than 10 valid nominations are received prior to the
AGM there will be a secret ballot at the relevant AGM to
determine the membership of the committee.
5. Nominations will be accepted at the AGM as an exception.
6. The Chairman, Vice Chairman and Treasurer will be
elected by the Manorial Court at the first ordinary meeting
after the AGM.
7. Nominations should be made on the form on page 11
overleaf.
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Bringsty Common Manorial Court
Nomination paper

Person Nominated..................................................................
Address......................................................................................
I confirm that I satisfy a condition for election. I accept
nomination.
Signature of nominee......................................................
Proposed by.............................................................................
Address......................................................................................
I confirm that I satisfy one of the conditions above.
Signature of proposer..............................................................
Seconded by..............................................................................
Address......................................................................................
I confirm that I satisfy one of the conditions above.
Signature of seconder..............................................................

Please cut out this page and hand it to a committee member
before the day of the AGM
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Bringsty Common Manorial Court Members 2016/7
Chairman

Allan Corder
The Old School
House,
WR6 5UP

01885 482505

allan.corder@gmail.com

Vice Chairman

Tom Fisher
Brackenberry
WR6 5UN

01886 821544

tomfisher52@gmail.com

Treasurer

Mike Harrison
Holly Cottage
WR6 5UJ

Clerk (and coopted member)

Jenny Creek
Hinksmoor House

01886 822168

Jennycreek1@aol.com

Elected
members

Claire Hall
Woodfield House
WR6 5UP
Peter Hall
Woodfield House
WR6 5UP
Tim Phillips
The Nutshell, WR6
5UW
Paul Friend
Malvern View
WR6 5UP
Carol Friend
Malvern View
WR6 5UP
Sue Long
Sunnyside
WR6 5UP

01886 822135

brynarth@gmail.com

Cllr Nigel Shaw
Cop Castle
WR6 5UN

01886 821403

nigel.shaw@herefordshire.gov.uk

01886 821534

afevans@gmail.com

Herefordshire

Whitbourne

Cllr A Evans
The Cider House,
Wishmore,
Whitbourne WR6 5SR

mh@aabac.co.uk

peter.hall018@gmail.com

01886 821645
01886 822151

phillipstr1808@gmail.com
pfriend73@googlemail.com

01886 822151
01886 821475

The Commoner editor, Tom Fisher,
Brackenberry,
01886 821544 tomfisher52@gmail.com.
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